
From: Immaraju, John [JohnI@amvac-chemical.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 06, 2002 8:43 PM 
To: Materials, NOSB 
Cc: Benham, Katherine; Strother, Toni; Brock, Darryl; Johnson, Glen; 
Wintemute, Eric 
Subject: Tetrahydrofurfural alcohol (THFA) petition to NOSB 
 
Importance: High 
 
Dear Committee members: 
 During the course of my conversation today with Ms. Toni Strothers, USDA, 
it has become apparent that our THFA petition dated March 26, 2002 will not be 
ready for review for the September 17-19, 2002 meeting in Washington, D.C. 
despite assurances received from USDA at the time of our application. This 
causes a huge concern our Company for all three of our 
products- not only in terms of how we manage inventory or explain this delay to 
growers but also with respect to product handling/logistics in the distribution 
channel. We have already suffered from loss of sales because of our competition 
claiming loss of the Organic listing status on all three products and we have 
been beseiged with calls asking us to explain why we are not on the OMRI list of 
approved ingredients anymore. We feel that unless a decision is made prior to 
the implementation of the National Organic Rule on October 21, we will suffer 
even more economic loss as a result of this delay and irreversibly jeopardize 
future sales of this product line. 
 It is indeed unfortunate that we missed the May (Austin) meeting and now 
in this late hour, we are faced with the reality of missing the September window 
as well. However, in light of our hardship, my request to the committee would 
be- given that the TAP reviews will come in during the week of September 9th, 
perhaps you will be sympathetic and consider an 
expedited review for THFA-   (and NOT wait until the proposed October 2002 
meeting) for the following reasons: 
 
* The THFA petition is a very straightforward and complete petition - 
involving an INERT INGREDIENT. OMRI has already conducted their own internal 
assessment and have recommended  to EPA, that THFA is acceptable for organic use 
and as such, be reclassified into the List 4 category. It is my humble opinion 
that the Committee's time is well spent on comprehensively reviewing Active 
Ingredient petitions and less emphasis (time) should be made on Inert ingredient 
petitions. 
* All evidence known about this inert point to the fact that it is 
"environmentally acceptable" and is of similar toxicity to benign solvents 
already approved on the EPA inerts list 4B (eg. methanol and ethanol). THFA is 
made from recycled corn and sugarcane waste materials and is used only at very 
low rates (0.0005oz THFA/sq ft). 
* THFA is currently established by FDA (on the EAFUS list) as a DIRECT 
FOOD ADDITIVE 
* EPA has exempted THFA from requirement of food tolerances, and it 
expected that when reviewed, EPA will be classifying THFA into a List-4 
category- because various risk assessments completed by governmental agencies 
based on toxicological data have identified no concerns for human health or any 
environmental or non-target risks. 
 
 In summary, we feel that the inclusion of this unique and safe solvent in 
the national list of approved organic inert ingredients will be helpful to not 
only who use our products, but makes available to other formulators, a much more 
safer alternative for formulating unique, organic products for the overall 
benefit of growers and consumers alike in the future.  



I also hope that the committee will view favorably this request, and grant us an 
EXPEDITED review with a favorable outcome during the September 17-19 meeting 
session. I wish to make this correspondence a part of our petition. Respectfully 
submitted, 
 
John A. Immaraju, Ph.D. 
Manager, International Product Development 
AMVAC 
4695 MacArthur Court, Suite 1250 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Phone: (949) 260-1212 
Fax: (949) 260-1213 
 
 
 


